QUARTERLY INSPIRATION GRANTS FOR ARTISTS, SCHOOLS AND EMERGING ARTS ORGANIZATIONS

This category provides quarterly funding support for Independent Artists, Arts Education and Small/Emerging Arts Organizations (contingent on Sub-grant funding from the SC Arts Commission and matching funds from The Arts Fund).

Eligibility:  

1. Artist(s) primary residence must be in Richland or Lexington Counties.

2. School or organization must be officially headquartered in Richland or Lexington Counties.  Divisions of colleges and universities are eligible only in this category.

3. Organizations must be non-profit and either have either an IRS 501(c) (3) Determination Letter or a letter from the SC Secretary of State demonstrating non-profit status.

4. Organizations may apply through a fiscal agent, but the fiscal agent must be non-profit and have one of the two documents referenced above.

5. All projects require at least a 1:1 match, of which 50% must be in cash.

Individual Artists;

Individual artists may apply for up to $1,000 to support artist projects for creation, exhibition and presentation with a priority given to new work or work that attracts a new or underserved audience.  

Artists may apply for up to $500 to support professional development opportunities such as participation in workshops/conferences of national or international quality.  Grantees will be required to present a public program following the workshop, and funding by the Cultural Council must be acknowledged during the exhibition, presentation, performance and marketing of the sponsored project.  (Contact the Cultural Council for guidelines.) 

Public and Private Schools 

Public and private schools may apply for up to $1,000 for projects to support artist residencies, curricula-based arts programs with a priority on those projects that integrate the arts into the teaching of other cores academic subjects, and programs that assist student involvement in the arts.                 

Allowable Project Expenses
      Arts Project/Program
· Projects, exhibitions, productions and presentations in all disciplines, including media, design, folk life/traditional arts and small press publications. 

· Expendable supplies & materials - only for direct program purposes 

· Commissioning of new works 

· Temporary rental and leasing of equipment - only for direct program purposes 

· Challenge/local government challenge - only for direct program purposes 

· Art in public places 

· Marketing of specific arts programs and services 

· Temporary art installation 

     Technical Assistance/Professional Development
· Professional consultants 

· Professional development 

· Career advancement - workshops and other one-time opportunities 

· Planning 

     Arts Education/Outreach
· Community outreach 

· Ticket subsidies for targeted populations 

· Arts education planning, curriculum development and residencies 

Non-Allowable Expenses for all organizations and projects
· Capital improvements and real property 

· Purchase of equipment 

· Activities completed prior to the grant period 

· Support of the same project in more than one grant category 

· Projects by the Council's Major Grantees 

· Matching funds for one Council grant used as a match for another Council grant 

· SCAC Subgrant awards may not be used as a match for other SCAC grants

· Performances and exhibitions not open to the general public 

· Tuition for degree programs 

· Indirect costs 

· Underwriting for ongoing residencies or curricular programs in degree-granting colleges and universities 

· Fundraising Events 

· Program/playbill advertising 

· Scholarships, awards and plaques 

· Food and/or beverages at receptions or like events 

· Projects in which less than 50% of project's activities occur in Richland and/ or Lexington counties  (please check with the Cultural Council staff prior to submission) 
· Endowment or cash reserve 

· Challenge/local government challenge, except for special arts program
Non-allowable expenses for schools include:


- Capital equipment (in excess of $200 unless necessary to carry out the proposed project);

- Tuition;

- Basic art supplies and materials;

- Scholarships, awards or plaques;

- Food or beverages; and

- Other non-arts expenses. 

Examples of allowable projects that may be funded include, but are not limited to:     

- Arts integration/infusion with core subjects such as math, science, history, languages, etc.;

- In-school or after-school artist residencies; and

- Performances or exhibitions that involve the community.

-Arts discipline departments of higher education may apply for projects in this category.

Arts Organizations 

Qualified arts organizations may apply for up to $1,500 to support projects that enhance the artistic capacity of the organization through engagement of artists, presenting or producing new work, and/or reaching underserved audiences.

Additional requirements for arts organizations include:

· Applicant organizations may not necessarily be an arts organization, but the project must have an arts focus.

· Organizations must have an annual budget based on the most recently completed fiscal year and have operating cash income of less than $25,000.  If an organization or project uses a “fiscal agent” the fiscal agent must be non-profit as noted above.  Fiscal agent organizations may not necessarily be an arts organization, but the project must be an arts project. 

- Grant Deadlines for INSPIRATION GRANT projects are May 15, August 15, November 15, and February 15. 

